Basic Men’s Club Bylaws
Article I – NAME
The name of this organization shall be “Men’s Club (or Brotherhood) of [INSERT NAME OF CONGREGATION].”  An alternative is to have the congregation name listed before “Men’s Club.”
Article II – PURPOSE
The purpose of this organization shall be as follows:

1. To strengthen the involvement of the members in the life of the congregation.

2. To integrate and advance the congregational institutions.

3. To promote a more thorough knowledge and appreciation of Jewish life.

4. To stimulate social and cultural activities among the members and in the community at large.

5. To train knowledgeable leaders for the synagogue and the Jewish community.

Article III – MEMBERSHIP AND DUES
Those eligible for membership in the Men’s Club shall be:

1. Members of the Jewish community being [INSERT NUMBER HERE] years of age or over, meeting the criteria of the bylaws of this Men’s Club.

NOTE: This broad clause is necessary in order to assure that membership criteria 

remains inclusive and consistent with Conservative Movement and synagogue policy. 

Note that this clause does not limit membership to men, Jews, or synagogue members.
2. A member shall be considered in good standing through adherence to the bylaws of the synagogue and the Men’s Club and the timely submission of dues.

Article IV – NOMINATION AND ELECTION TO OFFICE
1. The authority to nominate members for office is vested in the Executive Committee of the Men’s Club (or in a special nominating committee).

2. A nominating committee of ______ members shall be appointed by the President (or 

elected by the Men’s Club Board).  The Committee shall propose candidates for office to 

serve for terms as specified in the bylaws.  Additional nominations may be made from 

the floor.

3. Officers shall be elected in May or June of even-numbered years by vote of those 

      attending a general membership meeting.

Article V – OFFICERS & EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
1. The Officers of the Men’s Club shall be:

a. President

b. Vice President

c. Secretary

d. Treasurer

NOTE: This is the minimum number of officers a club requires.  A Men’s Club can have as many officers as it feels it needs.
2. Officers shall serve for a period of two years.

      3.   The Executive Committee shall consist of all officers and past Men’s Club presidents.

4. The officers of the Men’s Club shall perform such duties as are usually incumbent upon officers of similar organizations.

NOTE:  As an alternative, a Club may list all officers and describe their duties.
5. The Executive Committee shall guide, manage, and direct the activities of the Men’s Club.  It shall have such powers and duties usually extended to governing bodies of similar organizations.

6. The President shall have the power to fill vacancies to offices.

Article VI – MEETINGS

1. The Executive Committee and Board of Directors shall meet regularly, on the [FIRST, SECOND, THIRD, OR FOURTH (INSERT DAY OF THE WEEK)] of each month.  Special meetings may be called by the President as the need may arise.

2. The General Membership Meeting of the Men’s Club shall be held during May or June on the day designated by the Executive Committee.  Special membership meetings may be called from time to time by the President.

3. Notice of all meetings shall be mailed to all members at least one week in advance of the date of the meeting.

4. Twenty-five percent of the paid membership shall constitute a quorum of any meeting of the Men’s Club.

Article VII – FISCAL YEAR AND DUES
1. The fiscal years of the Men’s Club shall begin on [INSERT STARTING DATE] and end on [INSERT ENDING DATE].

2. Dues shall be $_____ a year.

Article VIII – QUESTIONS OF SYNAGOGUE AND/OR RELIGIOUS POLICY
The Men’s Club, in all matters of Jewish law and practice, will follow the standards set and interpreted by the congregation’s rabbi.  In the event that a dispute shall develop between the congregation and/or the Rabbi on the one hand and the Men’s Club on the other, the Men’s Club may call upon the Executive Director of the FJMC or his representative to mediate.  However, in questions of Jewish law, all decisions and interpretations in the congregations must follow that of the Rabbi.

Article IX – COMMITTEES
1. The President shall, by and with the advice and consent of the Executive Committee, appoint from time to time such committees as may be necessary to further the aims and purposes of the Men’s Club.

2. Standing committees shall consist of:

a. Membership

b. Programming

c. Religious Affairs

d. Youth Affairs

e. Communications

[NOTE: A list of standing committees varies widely from Men’s Club to Men’s Club.  Other frequent standing committees are Israeli Affairs, Yom Hashoah Yellow Candle Program, Ushering, Men’s Club Shabbat, and Education.]
3. The chairman of each committee shall be a member of the Board of Directors.  

Article X – BYLAWS AND RATIFICATION
This Constitution was adopted and may be hereafter be amended, after due consideration by the Board of Directors and by a two-thirds vote of the membership present at a general membership meeting.

MEN’S CLUB/BROTHERHOOD NAME: ___________________________________________________

MEETING ADDRESS:  ________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

SECRETARY:  _____________________________________  DATE:  __________________________
