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[bookmark: _GoBack]The war was coming to an end. The Russians and Americans were closing in on the Germans and the Nazis kept running from them, dragging us along.
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They took out all of the people. They liquidate that camp and they took us for a death march, what they called that.  
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I was putting one foot in front of the other, like a machine. I was dragging this emaciated body that was still such a weight. If only I could have shed it! Though I tried to put it out of my mind, I couldn't help thinking that there were two of us: my body and I. And I hated that body. I kept repeating to myself: “Don’t think, don't stop, run!”
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But they must have let you stop at some point? 
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At night we used to stop on farms and they used to surround us and we had a little food.
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Deep inside, I knew that to sleep meant to die. And something in me rebelled against that death… Next to me, someone was trying to awaken his neighbor, his brother perhaps, or his comrade. In vain. Defeated, he lay down too, next to the corpse, and also fell asleep. 
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We stopped at a place, in a camp, also concentration camps, Gross Rosen that was the worst camp there could be.  We went into the camp, it was twelve o'clock at night and they told us to sing when we walk through the gate and there was electric fences. They never told us about that and a lot of people got killed by the fences.  And we went in there and we went into open block, like five, six hundred people.  We didn’t even, we couldn’t sit, we was standing right through the night.  The building wasn’t finished and the roof was open and it was snowing and there was mud inside.  And we couldn’t even sit, was standing like [sardines in a tin] herring.
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We on the sides of the roads, sometimes we saw – a spoiled potato. One of the girls picked it up and ate it – shot in the knee. And she fell down and they didn’t shoot her again to kill her, they just left her laying there. One of the girls went over to help her, they shot her too. She was killed on the spot. The other one was in a big suffering until she passed out.
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What – they didn’t even feed you? Or let you find food for yourselves?
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Sometimes Germans threw potatoes at us, if we could catch them we had what to eat. 
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Raw potatoes?
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Diarrhea was prevalent, from not eating or eating the wrong food. What could you do?
We were dirty, we were filthy, we were full of lice.
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And how long did this go on for?
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We went perhaps, I don’t know how many months, four or five months.  I think we walk perhaps four or five thousand people and we walked like day and night, from one town to the other.  And people what they couldn’t walk, they shot them or they put together, three, four, five people together, they put petrol on them and they burn them.
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We noticed that there were fewer and fewer SS soldiers with us. They were running away. Finally they all disappeared. We shortly arrived at a soccer field, where we saw all these jeeps with soldiers in them. They were throwing chocolates and cookies and cigarettes to us. People were yelling, "the British are here, the British are here."
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