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After liberation, were you able to return home?
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The American commanders kept control over us; they didn’t want to let us go until it was safe. It wasn’t easy to go anyway, because you had to have your strength back, because there was no transportation. There were no airplanes that you could use, or trains. Everything was destroyed at that time in Germany.
[image: http://accountsoftheholocaust.org/accountsoftheholocaust/media/Avatars/alisa-nussbaum-derman.jpg?ext=.jpg]ALISA NUSSBAUM DERMAN
The entire European continent – people were travelling on mass. Going home, going home – everyone had a place to go but the Jews.
 
[image: http://accountsoftheholocaust.org/accountsoftheholocaust/media/Avatars/robert-katz.jpg?ext=.jpg]ROBERT KATZ
What did you do?
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The trains were full, you grabbed on; people were hanging on the outside of the boxcars… There were no tickets, people just travelled… We were given passports by the Red Cross as refugees.
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While on the train, in Sakolka (near Grodno), we were arrested by the Russians for not having appropriate documentation.  They threatened to kill us, and took us to a Russian combination command post and prison. We were held there for some time until we were finally told we could leave, but that we could not go home – home was gone.  A Russian commander, who was Jewish, instead allowed us to stay to build strength. Until this time, everyone we encountered said we were the first survivors they had seen and were stunned at what they saw.
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We were taken to a nearby German army barracks A sort of permanent barracks… very nice & we were given reasonably good food. Actually fantastic food at that point. We stayed there for a while… probably a couple of weeks. From there we were taken to another camp near Munich. It was an air force camp…  a German air force camp nearby Munich. And from there we were taken to a camp called Feldafing Displaced Persons Camp.
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It sounds like you moved around a lot?
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We went to four camps…. This was over five years. We were supplied with basic medical care. There was a food ration, but we weren’t locked in, we could leave.
[image: http://accountsoftheholocaust.org/accountsoftheholocaust/media/Avatars/ruth-cardin.jpg?ext=.jpg]RUTH CARDIN
And what did they give you in these Displaced Persons Camps? 
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We had all the necessities taken care of. The Americans were very good to us. Physically it was heaven after the deprivation of the war.
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I weighed 28 kilos and my sister weighed 29. We both slowly recovered. 
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What did you do while you were there? 
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In general for children, for us, it was okay. We went to school. The Jewish organization provided… we would get a bun, a hardboiled egg and a glass of hot chocolate when we went to school. It was a religious school.
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When I weighed 38 kilos, I went to work in a hospital for 8-10 hours. I worked very hard and gradually, I was myself again.
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For me the camp was a very good memory, it was hard for my parents… but to me this was the best I had since I was a little girl.
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I heard that there were marriages that took place in the DP camps – it struck me as a really unusual thing to want to do? 
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On the day we got married… seven couples got married that day. We were no longer alone. I had a husband. We weren’t alone.
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Shoshana Roshkovski, can you tell us more about how you met your husband? 
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Once on night duty I heard a patient screaming terribly. I saw that the patient had blue eyes and a blond forelock, such a good looking guy… That's how the romance began.
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And the wedding day?
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We received two tickets for wedding clothes, a suit for him and a dress for me. Our wedding ceremony took place at 6pm. I had Hungarian bridesmaids and he had Polish best men, that was solidarity.
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Thank you for sharing that story with us – it definitely helped me to better understand your desire to not feel alone and to find happiness and perhaps normalcy after everything you had been through? Does anyone else have a story like this to share?
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The desire for life overcame everything - in spite of everything I am alive, and even living with intensity. When I look back today on those three years in Germany I am amazed. We took children and turned them into human beings, we published a newspaper; we breathed life into those bones.
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It was not an easy decision on my part at the very beginning of my liberation to ever bring another Jewish child to the world. But soon enough my life began to take a more normal route, so to speak. And God blessed us with two beautiful children.
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So life went on in this camp, there were parties, there was theatre…
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But I am sure that you wanted to return home – to reunite with your families? Was there anyone who was able to help you? 
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We set up a large tracing program… we had a center in Munich at the Deutsches Museum first where people came from all over Europe and came asking about their family… But if a person came and found no name in the book, they would go over to the wall – it was a very large wall – and they'd write a note on the wall saying, for example, "I was here" – addressing it to a parent or to a child –"I've been looking for you, and I will be here or going there," so that there'd be some point at which they might be able to connect. 
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And was this effective? Were families reunited?
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We were very much involved in looking for children in eastern Europe. People who had left their children either with Christian friends or others wanted to find those children and so we had to set up a program for the search of children, which was haphazard but in many cases it was very effective.
[image: http://accountsoftheholocaust.org/accountsoftheholocaust/media/Avatars/fela-warschau.jpg?ext=.jpg]FELA WARSCHAU (liberated from Bergen-Belsen and went to a displaced persons (DP) camp in Feldafing, near Munich)encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/lampertheim-displaced-persons-camp. We were weak… we were all happy just to be alive and be liberated. But you see, reading the lists from other camps – from the survivors that lived through… what kept me going was all this, and I was fine, but when I didn't find anybody, this is the time we almost... I caved in. I only lived with that hope that I will meet my family. I had such a wonderful home life, such loving parents, and I had two brothers, and besides that... I think it was almost close to 60 people… and none of us survived to the end. There was my sister and I and two cousins that survived all this.
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